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cities of the Aegean and Black seas. From the days of
early Greek colonization as early as the seventh century
b.c., they have been seafarers and traders. A few iso-
lated groups of Greeks, as well, were to be found in the
interior of Anatolia, In many cases these Greeks forgot
their own language entirely, and in some places even the
Greek language was written in Turkish characters. It is
of interest to note that in most of the little mountain
villages near the coast the peasant Greeks had preserved
a language quite different from that of the modern Greek
which showed also a more striking connection with the
classical period. These peasant Greeks of the villages
have been most thrifty; and placed side by side with their
neighbors they have frequently gained at the expense of
the latter.
To a noticeable degree, the Greek coast dweller has
represented in the past the intelligence of the country.
"The Greeks are inclined to public speaking and the
press, all of which are hateful to the Ottoman govern-
ment,?J says Sir Charles Eliot (1), "and therefore they
are regarded with disfavor; but in all the learned profes-
sions their intelligence and ambition secure them pre-
eminence, and in the most trying circumstances they
manage to lead a busy life/'
There is great variance of opinion both as to what con-
stitutes a "Greek" and as to Ms characteristics. Sir
W. M. Ramsay (6), from his researches, believes that
"It would be vain and self-contradictory to try to
describe type and national characteristics of the Greeks
in Turkey. Those who are called Greeks are a religion,
not a nation. They have nothing in common except the
creed and ceremonial of the Orthodox Church. They
have not the tie of common blood, but are the direct
descendants of the most diverse races, Cappadocians,
Pisidians, Isaurians, Pamphylians, men of Pontus, and
so on. Their outward look and their superficial character

